[HOUSE REVIEW]

POCKET NEIGHBORHOODS

Prizing the pedestrian, these projects refresh a

2018 HOUSE REVIEW THEMES traditional configuration with extra green space

NOVEMBER Contemporary Designs

DECEMBER Single-Family Homes and By Larry W. Garnett, FAIBD, House Review Lead Designer
Neighborhoods for Rent edestrian-friendly environments remain one of the amenities homebuyers
P request most. While walkability often refers to entire developments, includ-
ing retail, office, and housing components, there is also a growing interest in
quaint pocket neighborhoods that emphasize people over automobiles.

By placing cars in garages located along rear lanes, or parking them in second-
ary locations, residents and their guests are encouraged to walk home through
landscaped common courtyards. Narrow streets, wide sidewalks, and large front
porches are all features that evoke the way many neighborhoods were built years
ago before cars began to dominate our lives.

As is evident on the following pages, pocket neighborhoods come in all shapes
and sizes. Although each design team uniquely handles automobiles, they all
place special importance on creating delightful and functional walkable layouts.
These projects span from coast to coast, suggesting an overall acceptance of the
walkable pocket neighborhood as a viable planning technique.
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his pocket neighborhood, by Auburn, Ala.-
I based Conner Brothers Construction Co.,

offers courtyard living for clients who desire
a home with less square footage in a quaint neigh-
borhood setting. Porches facing common court-
yards promote casual visits with neighbors strolling
along the landscaped walkways. In addition to
these public front areas, private side porches and
yards are created by restricting windows along the
side walls of adjacent homes. Two-car garages are
accessed from rear lanes, while guest parking on
the street encourages visitors to walk along the
landscaped common areas to arrive at the front
porch of each home.

O Private side courtyards offer secluded outdoor
living space

© Two-car garages are located along the rear lane

@ Open living/dining/kitchen arrangements allow
each of these areas to enjoy views facing the
side courtyard, while expansive windows pro-
vide plenty of natural light

® Each home faces a common courtyard

@ Inset parallel guest parking directs visitors to
common courtyards and front-porch entrances
to each home
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DESIGNER

Larry Garnett Designs

Larry W. Garnett, FAIBD

larrygarnett@larrygarnett
designs.com

larrygarnettdesigns.com
254.205.2597

PLAN SIZES

Width: 30 to 33 feet

Depth: 75 feet

Living area: 1,190 to 1,565 sf
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[HOUSE REVIEW]

PROTOTYPE POCKET
NEIGHBORHOOD

ARCHITECT
Kevin L. Crook Architect
kcrook@klcarch.com

klcarch.com
949.660.1587

PLAN SIZES
Width: 25 to 26 feet
Depth: 50 feet to
57 feet, 6 inches
Living area: 1,496 to 1,834 sf

n infill solution with a
module depth adaptable
to a block with alleys, the

home plotting within the cluster is
interchangeable to adjust to differ-
ent markets. These four plans were
formulated based on the needs of
the single-parent, family, active-
adult, and Millennial markets.
Two-story massing with first-story
semiprivate, furnishable porches fits
within a traditional neighborhood
context and allows for neighbor
interaction. Each detached home
also has its own usable private yard,
while the central green commons
can accommodate the needs of ’;‘___ﬂiﬂ_
the community as an open play Hir
area, community garden, or gather- —C

Single Parent

O —

ing space. ‘ >
Detached, alley-loaded garages OIS T 1T TS 11 ST T 1T (SRS T 1 TSt | T T T

and on-street guest parking priori-

tize pedestrians over cars. Side-by- s ) e ] s me ]l ma] ] wgl

side two-car garages are standard

for three lifestyle plans, while the O Green commons

single-car Millennial unit offers O Furnishable front porch

direct access to the flat above. @ Frivate yard

® Pedestrian entry
@ Private deck
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[HOUSE REVIEW]

BIRDSONG

ARCHITECT

Robert Hidey Architects
ahidey@roberthidey.com
roberthidey.com
949.655.1550

PLAN SIZES

Width: 20 feet

Depth: 47 feet

Living area: 1,660 to 2,116 sf

lanned for an infill site in a redevelopment area transitioning from commercial
to residential use, Birdsong is a 46-unit pocket neighborhood of three- and

four-bedroom homes for move-up families keen to take advantage of the

O Guests ascend from entry town'’s excellent schools. Thirteen duplexes front the two major streets, and four
to second-floor living space face an interior garden walkway, while 12 single-family homes face two pocket parks
@ With a private entrance, Bed- containing play structures and grassy areas.
room 4 can serve as a den or Inspired by the cottage-style homes of Northern California, two elevation designs
office space were developed: Spanish style, with a stucco exterior and open balconies supported
@ Residents enter the home by wooden rafter tails, posts, and lintels, with metal railings; and Craftsman style,
through the mudroom from the with steep roofs and sheathed in plaster, board-and-batten shingles, and painted
two-car garage off the alley wood trim.
® The great room enjoys light on
three sides. The living roomhas =

a raised ceiling H.

@ Kitchen features oversized island |
and floor-to-ceiling cabinetry

@ Balcony at rear of home illumi- :
nates kitchen and laundry area '

L . L1 BeoROOM 2
) BeDROOM 3 |

2-CAR
GARAGE

and provides covered outdoor
space for relaxation

© Laundry and powder room
are conveniently located
near kitchen

® Spacious master suite with coved
ceiling has en suite bath with
double sink, oversized shower,

MASTER o
BEDROOM | MASTER

A

_ENTRY

and walk-in closet
© Bedrooms 2 and 3 share
a bathroom

FIRST FLOOR ‘ SECOND FLOOR THIRD FLOOR
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FOUR PACK QUAD HOMES
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ARCHITECT
The Evans Group
Donald F. Evans, AIA

k
4

devans@theevansgroup.com o
MCDEL A MCDEL B
theevansgroup.com
407.650.8770 STREETFRONT ELEVATION
PLAN SIZE

Width: 28 feet, 6 inches
Depth: 46 feet
Living area: 1,465 sf

leftover site with more than
half of the land unbuild-
able due to environmental

restrictions, this plan is located
across the street from a new school,
adding to the site’s desirability. The
quad configuration was imple-
mented as an efficient solution for
the project’s 15 units per acre to
pencil out.

The site plan allowed for a “party
lot” with enough parking space
for guests so residents can host
an event without inconveniencing
neighbors. Typically, this lot will be
used as a half-court basketball play
area for kids. The additional pocket
park can function as a playground
or dog park, depending on resi-
dents’ needs.

On the first floor, the family-
friendly housing has a leisure room, ‘
dining area, island kitchen, and 3
powder room, with the second
floor functioning as the sleeping
level, with master suite and two
secondary suites.

O Quad site plan
showing that no
living spaces touch,
only garages

© Elevation/street-
scape with no
garages facing the
street

@ Smart-sized open
floor plan with living
spaces downstairs
and sleeping upstairs
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[HOUSE REVIEW]
EAST COTATI AVENUE
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VILLAGE WALK

PLAN PLAN PLAN
4 4 4

DESIGNER
Dahlin Group Architecture |
Planning

dahlingroup.com
925.251.7200

LIPTON WAY
LANCASTER DRIVE

PLAN SIZES
Width: 23 feet to 33 feet,
2 inches
Depth: 34 to 49 feet
Living area: 1,300 to 1,378 sf

ocated in downtown Cotati,

Calif., blocks from dining,

shops, and the Cotati SMART
(Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit) sta-

tion and the Sonoma County Transit @ Homes are organized around a central community park providing a social gather-
Intermodal Transit Facility, Village ing and recreational space for residents

Walk is an infill residential project @ The site is located within the broader context of a mixed-use neighborhood that

comprised of 46 single-family at- contains several other commercial and multifamily projects

tached duplexes and triplexes and @ Homes feature open floor plans connecting the outdoors with private decks and

single-family detached homes. yards. Plans range from 1,300 square feet to 1,890 square feet

® Neighborhood design is characterized by transitional architectural motifs
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